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EBERT  DICKS 
. . . the founder of the Ottawa 
Fire Department Band had a 
vision to form a band staffed 
with fire fighters .    
He was a stern man with a gruff 
voice that was intimidating .  
Perfectly suited for his position 
of Chief of the Ottawa Fire Department Drill 
School, which is the present day Training 
Division. 
While he possessed a fearful outer shell,  he 
was admired and respected by every recruit 
that passed through his Drill School regimen 
and on to reaching Probationary Firefighter, 
the first rung on the 4 year ladder to reaching 
the rank of  First Class Firefighter.  
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Ebert Dicks also had a soft and likeable side 
and had the respect that helped garner the 
support for his vision.  He attracted the 
organization gifted fire fighters such as 
Firefighter Frank Murphy,  Credit Union  
and  the firefighters Association President E.  
‘Chic’Hache, that were able to set up the 
business side of the Band.   
While the first call for interested firefighters 
numbered about 40, the music expertise was  
sadly lacking.  It soon became obvious that, 
except for  a small handful most were ‘wanna 
be’ musicians or marchers.  
So the daunting task of shaping this musically 
challenged group fell in the hands of  a few 
existing fire fighters such as George Aubrey, 
Mel Maxwell both accomplished musicians 
with  GGFG, Governor General’s Foot 
Guards Band experience.   One other 
firefighter, Dawson McVeetors, had local 
Band leader experience, but most of the 
others had limited or no musical.  
It was a challenge to try to instruct and make 
musicians out of an older group with an 
average age of 30 to 40 years, but after a long 



winter period of weekly practicing about 36 of 
these ‘wanna be’s  made it to the street able to 
perform a couple of basic songs and marched 
in the Ontario Provincial Firefighters 
convention June 1969 held in Ottawa. 
With his never ending encouragement during 
those early years, Chief Dicks would keep us 
believing in ourselves and we believed we  
could do it.  No matter what the musical 
sound he was famous for his words 
“Wonderful, you looked good”. We knew he 
was stretching the truth but it felt good to 
hear and kept us going .  
And the rest is history. . . .  

  
   
 


